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THE OTHERWISE CONSERVATIVE TREASURE COAST IS5 QUIETLY
BECOMING FLORIDA'S CANNAEBIS HEADQUARTERS

by ERIC BARTOM

n just @ few yewrs, the Treasure Coast might well be-

conwe an imesmational huly for one of the country's

Fstes-growing  industies, with o major research

center helping wo lure start-ups and other companies

Lo the ared. This may all sownd Gmiliar, b v isn

aboan Seripps and the biotech industry. I8 abour an
imcluseey thar is only recently legal b thar already employs
thcaesands of people locally: cannabis,

There are deep agricelnme roots i Manin and 50 Lecie
counties, and there's 3 potemtial for this business w be a
gorad eccaomic deiver for the foreseeabbe futine,” sayvs Brady
Cobly, 2 graduate of Manin County High School and founde
of w canrabis start-up that is nos worth mublinillions. With a
government-supponed research lab {the 115 Horticulneral
Research Laborory b amd thousands of acres of Gurmleod dhar
could petemially e comvened to grow houses, il seems an
area knowen for s Largely conservative culiure could soaon

Brecore lome Lo @ nol-so-consendative, booming industry.

An attormey with his own lvw Ao, Cobils gotineo the Anenee
sicle of the cannabis basiness i 2002 and also began lobbying
irt Tallalassee and DG for changes o Lws surrounding nuari-
juir. Flis irterest in ivall was sparked sdhile e wis aking care
of his wiling Eaber, Clyde Wiilton “Bill” Cably, who decades ago
becume o deog smuggler alter an unexpected encounter. He
hied e an his Pensacoks Girm one day wehen a tactioe-trailer
beake down nearly. The divers asked the elder Coblb o they
coaaldd store sonme things in his barn for a it in exchange, they
pecimised him $70,000 Calb agreed—amd tha decision served
as the s step i becoaing o muajor deiler for Pablo Escolwar,
ol was arrested on smugaling charges in 1983 and served
s in prison. Onee he was released, e Gell il with prostice
cancer, which would evennally mke his life in 2010

He smoked nmasijuanm o ewse his painand, seetng how much
it Felpred his Father, the vounger Cobl decided he seanted v da
sorsething to help otlers. In 20018, he bowght a small medical

prsarijuana company, which be renansed One Pl and began
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the task o quickly scaling 0 up He started oul in 2020 with o
dispensary and o small grove in Buskin on Florida's sees coas
By the el of the yeir, he had opened seven dispensiries and
bl basile 2 beand -new, 54 000-squase-foot cultivation faeilin in
Inclinmowen, enploying 265 people across e stave Lasy year,
bz tesak the commpany padhlic, and this past anuery, be negotiaved
amerger wilh Cresco Labs For 5213 million in stock.

ol sciys it il Sevise bo b Tis baisiness in e area. From
a distribation standpoim, Indiantown is ondy @ couple of hors
froren bt Oebiscko anad Mimi. And the oo govermment, e says,
“hiias bheen @ pebririer, s Lhe Sgrpoart b e termendos.”

Floridas medical margjuana lows reguire any comguany selling
nmeirjuar o be verically megrbed, meaning o Aom like Ome
Pl st groaw the plans and Bave ies oeen distribastion system

and retail operation. One Plum's fucilive in Indianiomwn is among

the state's most lechaalogically sdvanced. The hybed green-
Bose, whieh sies on g 33-aere B, howses 10 :\-.I'.I'::I:I-u:.p.:lll.'-l'q.:-cll
cultivation rooms, each with cumstomizible dinme control and
adjusthle shande ar sun systems, depending on whaat the plants
pusecl. Tlee errigatica and fenigaian syqien also can inluse O0O2
wlren e plaris need . Because the greenhouwse so closely con-
treals e climite, itcan operate in a “perpensd harves)” rmeaning
theeat srall harviess amnd i epEanE ane of thie flesweerii 18 SOOI EVeTy
sgvery dhays. “Chr team Gkes o renwendous amount of pride in
b chsin the garcen is and bow happy and healthy our plants
are,” says Cobily, who calls his greenbouse sl o “dreans teim

ol canehis cultivarors and paisas.” To wack low dee plants are

deing, the company created 2 proprietary tech progran called
AlLeives. And e get the produect o cusomess, Ome Plang utilizes
an e-comemience platform and o hame delivery system.

Cobaly dsmtthe only one who has realized the geographic ben-

efiis of the Tresseme Coast. One Plant may soon be surrounded

by pmany maore cannabis companies, siys Roger Brown, CEQ

and president of ACS Lubomory, which has offices in Boca

Raabery and a cannabds resenrch Facility sear Tamspa. Accond-
g to Brown, Martin and S0 Lucie coumies hovwve the available
farmmland and existing formers tha e cannabds indusiey needs,
“Dieiviryg oul to the Oee Plant Gacilivy, you see that s surrodisded

by Barvolamd,” b saays, “Than Laned s omned by preny substantial
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corporate growers. All of those frms are evenoe
producing, and are they going w make maore money
growing omamental Qowers or sirawbertes than they
Are ErORVENE frastjuan: o herp?”

It's a rhetorical question. Medical nurbjoama has
oaly been kegal in Floridi since 2016, yet the indusery
recerrdied mere tan $1.2 bdllion in sales lise vear. By
H0, the mchusry is expected w hin 36 billion i anooal
sabes here. The mdustry grew 93 pescent in its feat
e, and Florida row hus seardy half 3 oallion medical
MEALELTEL Pelliels. Fifteen thousand local canrls
related jods were added B vear, bringing the number
off Floridians working in the industry to maone than
A0000. The candabds industey is 2o dniporiant o the

stare that dispensary enmplovees wene labeled “essential

worhers” during the pandemic lockdosm

Part of the reason the Tredsure Cows has beconee a b for

cansabds alam-wps is owed oo S0 Lucie County research lab

that is run jedntly by the University of Flogda wnd te U504

The Fort Pierce facility, the U5, Horticultura] Researcl Libora

ey, conducts hemp research, among otber things, and there

is @ proposal on the albde wowrn i dne 2 omajos intermiticaal
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resedreh huly with m@djuana celtivation areas, says lefl

Greene, o Fort Landerdale-bosed lobbyise for e Flogida
Hemip Councl Greene suspects that will happen soon, and
when it does, it will likely bring even more marijuan, hemp,
ancd CHED compmanies 1o the ame
This new world of begal cannabis isn't just about patiens
who buy medical marijoama and CBD oil a dispensaries o
vreal ailmens. Among the nuny cannabis-relaed
companies here i Nepiune Wellness Solutions, a

Canadi

ngmany that is in the nidst of selocal
i it headgquarters i Jupster. Mepiune specializes
i extraating compound cannabinedds from the
reiirijuarm plant o be used in prodocts sanging
from deodoram o househaold cleamers, ways
President and CEO Michael Commarata. “This
plant is a super ingredient,” he says. “Is going

[Ls] q.'||u.||;..:|.' BEally ilems, hanwe ems, and the

Cleckwie drem dop left: Jupder locol Mickeas] Commesota,
pracidant z=d CED of Mo prosa Wallraa Soluiicro: randanng =4
Haptune's naw LS heodquoriers in Jupitar; Mapsesa prodecan
cannobinsids that ses weed in CED ail on wall ax hesmakcld
praducis li&e deodorant ond clecsan.

coibed bre wsend in many of the products Canmarat's
conpsy produced, bul nobody was peoducing

the rurnbier of conmalinoids the el wnd beay

insdusry meeded o make tse switch, Soin 2008, he

irvested millions of his own money into Neptune
ard furmed 0 into a canmabinoid-producing spe
cialisg. Andivsclear there s market foric Neptune
nearly deulbled in growth in the past vear alone,
Al Meplune's mew LS headduarters in Jupiter,
Carrunsrata will focus an produecing cannabinedds
thuat czan be vsed inall kinds of prodecs, while also

wiorking an federal and state cinmalis legislion

intg Americans on the uses of cannabis

amed eche:
as a super ingredient

Even a8 e Tredsure Cosisl o

mEs Lo e
a booam in the canmebis industey, other pacts of
e glane aren’ yel w8 welcoming o the growing
business. There are more than 270 dispensaries
with aloura

It

currenty operating in Florda ioday
dlevaer in Martin and S50 Lucie counties alone
Jugsiter, for one, has banned disgensaries within
o lemits, Cammabis b expent Dustin Bobinson
gays Tt will likely change soon, citing evidence
that “70 percent of Flosida veaers™ suppos legal
clispensaries and tat Jupdter ressdems currently
sivply trave] o S dispensaries or opt o have
product delivered o their homes fom companies

cigiche of lown

medicine cabinet, all for different purposes.” The botom line, sayvs Brown, is that it all comes down o

g Carmeista, a Jugsiter kocal, came i this e msomey. As long as pmrjuana is clissifed as medicine, the

alization about cinrmbis back when e was stae can't g iand get inonowhat is quickly becoming one

2 CEQ of Schimidts Matoraks, The company was  of the most profhable industsies arcund. 11 i is converted

lemaking foo plam-based ingrediens ta could. o recreational use in the futuee, thin opens up the dooe fod

replice chemicals Cike aluminuem in deodos-  hundseds of millions in s sevenue @ yvear for Florida

ant). Research showed that cannabineodds Thiat lure of tax revenee is changing what it means 1o lobby
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for canmabds laws When Cobly firsn goa ineo the indusery, he says

he “couldn’t get o call back om the people who make the cof
e in Tallihasses, wmd his Bmily questoned why be was gening
intey such @ controversial busitess, Today, the cannabis industry
i# @ powerdul lebbying foece, and dwose same fomdly members ane
nevw asking him how they can get a medicd mamjung casd. Says

Calaly “Thee responses and narsatives have shifted so draomaticalby.” 4

|eFt Greane, o labbysad o
tha Flerida Haemp Council,
vays ka hapar fc ronefzrm
tha LS. Horficultural
Rangzech Laboeascay in

Fart Pierce inkz 0 major

hub Fzr connabin ressarch
with cubiverion e liks
thase shown hara.

THE CANNARIS
PusLicisT

Diurée Ross had been in
thie publcity busmess for
nearly 20 pears when she
gat a cal that stumped
bz 18 sweces fram o real
estate deweloper who
wias investing ima CHD
comgany, ard he needed
haer bazlp: promating it She
remiernbers thinkireg, CBO Asin saaryuana® She had little firs
hand experience in thot anea, but for peors she hod been splifting
her time between Scuth Flonda and Colorode, sa she e
carnabis hod already become o big irdusiry in otber parts of
the cauntry. She guickly assembled her seam ar Dunte & Compory
ond sef them an o task: They were o learn ewerpthing they

cauld abaut monjusne, from research and legal mswes to the
scienice and what it does ta the body. e a publicist, § you're
selbmg o product, you hove 1o understond it ond you haee ta
bedigwe if,” she soys. Tod o ber egency represents ol kinds

of cormparies ond advococy groups related 1o the canrabis
industry; carmabis-reloed clients, including One Plont and the
Flarida Hemp Councl, ners represent a thied of her firm's everal
bauginess, and she's expecting thot number o grow. B entrely
new ity doesn™t offen just pop up,” she says, “ored we were

clnle 1o gel @ oan the gravnd floon” dussandrompany com
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